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POSTS FOR DEA, HQS EOR ENM AND IGIE; SECSTATE FOR SNM AND NEA/PAB 
FROM SAIC TARALLO 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJ: ABOLISHMENT OE OPIUM VENDS IN JHELUM AND SIALKOT, PUNIAB 

1 . IN OUR ONGOING ADVISORY CAPACITY TO THE PNCB WE HAVE CONTINUED 
TO STRESS THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATE SOLUTIONS TO THE OOP'S 
OPIUM VENDING SYSTEM. AS IT PRESENTLY EXISTS, LICENSED VENDORS 
ARE ALLOWED TO DEAL MULTI-TON QUANTITIES OF ILLICIT OPIUM THROUGH 
THEIR FACILITIES WITH THE TACIT APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNMENT. BY 
THIS METHOD THE GOP COLLECTS REVENUE ONLY AT THE YEARLY 
AUCTIONING OE OPIUM LICENSES WHILE THE BIDDER/LICENSEE REAPS THE 
PROFITS OF HIS ILLICIT OPIUM SALES WHICH ARE WELL ABOVE THE 
ORIGINAL QUOTA. 

2. IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PUNJAB EXCISE AND TAX AGENCY THE PNCB 
HAS IMPLEMENTED A PILOT PROGRAM WHICH ABOLISHES OPIUM VENDS IN 
TWO DISTRICTS OF THE PROVINCE, JHELUM AND SIALKOT. THEY HAVE 
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COMMENCED THE REGISTRATION OF ADDICTS IN THESE AREAS AND ARE 
ISSUING SPECIAL ID CARDS FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY. ONCE REGISTERED, 
THE ADDICT IS ALLOWED A RATIONING OF 10 TABLETS OE OPIUM 
(GOVERNMENT MADE) AT A NOMINAL COST. THE DISBURSING IS STRICTLY 
CONTROLLED BY GOP FACILITIES ONLY. A BACKUP ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM 
HAS ALSO BEEN INITIATED EOR THE MONITORING OF THOSE WHO EALSELY 
DECLARE THEMSELVES ADDICTED TO OPIUM. 
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3. THIS PROGRAM WHICH IS IN ITS INFANCY STAGE MAY HELP THE GOP TO 
GET A BETTER HANDLE ON ITS ADDICTION POPULATION AS WELL AS STOP 
THE MULTI-TON TRAFFICKING OF OPIUM THRU LICENSED VENDS WHO IN 
TURN HELP PROMULGATE ILLEGAL OPIUM CULTIVATION IN PAKISTAN. 
HUMMEL 
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